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In 2017, benchmark revisions were undertaken for the estimation of migration 
fl ows. National methodologies and data sources were reviewed and updated 
leading to a revision of the time-series data on population counts from 2012-
2016. 

Population Statistics (Revisions): 2012-2016 

Methodological improvements have led to the revision of migration fl ow data for European Union (EU) 
and regular Third Country Nationals (TCN) migrants for the period 2012-2016 (Table 1).  In turn, the 
total and foreign population counts for the time series 2012-2016 have also been revised. The total 
resident population as at 31 December 2016 stands at 460,297. The share of the total population  that 
is foreign is 11.8 per cent (Table 2).
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Chart 1.  End-of-year total population estimates: 2005-2016

Detailed revised tables for reference years 2012-2016 can be downloaded in the accompanying annex 
of tables in excel format included with this release. Users of this data are also encouraged to refer to 
methodological notes for further details on the revision exercise.  In line with the revisions presented 
in this release, the StatDB online database will be updated with revised data as from 12/02/2018.

The remainder of this release will refer to data pertaining to reference year 2016.
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Population reference year 2016

When compared to 2015, the population increase was mainly due to net migration (immigration less emigration) (Table 
3).The revised total population of Malta at the end of 2016 stood at 460,297. Persons under 18 made up 17.0 per cent 
of the total population, while a further 18.8 per cent were aged 65 and over (Table 4). 

Life expectancy at birth for 2016 stood at 80.6 years for males and 84.4 years for females, while life expectancy at 
age 65 stood at 19.7 years for males and 22.1 years for females (Table 5)  

Chart 2.  Population pyramid as at 31st December 2016
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https://nso.gov.mt/en/nso/Sources_and_Methods/Unit_C5/Population_and_Migration/Pages/Demography.aspx
http://nso.gov.mt/metadata/concepts.aspx
http://nso.gov.mt/metadata/reports.aspx?id=36
http://nso.gov.mt/metadata/reports.aspx?id=38
https://nso.gov.mt/en/News_Releases/Release_Calendar/Pages/News-Release-Calendar.aspx

