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In the fi rst quarter of 2020, the stock of licensed motor vehicles decreased by 
117 motor vehicles over the previous quarter.

Motor Vehicles: Q1/2020
At the end of March 2020, the stock of licensed motor vehicles stood at 397,391. Out of this total, 77.1 per 
cent were passenger cars, 13.8 per cent were commercial motor vehicles, 8.0 per cent were motorcycles/
quadricycles and All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), while buses and minibuses amounted to less than one per cent 
(Table 1). During the quarter under review, the stock of licensed motor vehicles decreased at a net average 
rate of one motor vehicle per day when compared to the previous quarter (Chart 2).

Newly licensed motor vehicles

Newly licensed motor vehicles put on the road during the period under review amounted to 5,269. The majority 
of the newly licensed motor vehicles, 3,751 or 71.2 per cent of the total, were passenger cars, followed by 
goods carrying vehicles with 688 or 13.1 per cent. Newly licensed ‘new’ motor vehicles amounted to 2,207 or 
41.9 per cent of the total, whereas newly licensed ‘used’ motor vehicles totalled 3,062 or 58.1 per cent (Tables 
2-4).  An average of 58 motor vehicles per day were newly licensed during the quarter under review (Chart 3).

Motor vehicles under restriction

During the fi rst quarter of this year, 8,670 motor vehicles were taken off  the roads due to a restriction. Out 
of these, 46.8 per cent were garaged, 27.3 per cent were put up for resale, while scrapped motor vehicles 
amounted to 23.6 per cent of the total. Motor vehicles that had their restriction ending during the quarter 
under review totalled 3,288. The majority were recorded as being resold (64.6 per cent) or garaged (33.9 per 
cent) (Tables 5-6).

Motor engine type

As at the end of March this year, 236,274 motor vehicles or 59.5 per cent of the total had petrol-powered 
engines. Diesel-powered motor vehicles reached 154,634 or 38.9 per cent of the total. Electric and hybrid 
motor vehicles accounted for 1.2 per cent of the entire stock, with a total of 4,803 motor vehicles.  When 
compared to the previous quarter, increases of 6.6 per cent, 14.3 per cent and 7.0 per cent were registered 
in the electric, hybrid/diesel and hybrid/petrol motor vehicles (Table 7)  
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Chart 1. Stock of licensed motor vehicles

Statistics in this News Release should be interpreted in context to the unprecedented developments related to COVID-19.
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https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/main/wp6/pdfdocs/Glossary_for_Transport_Statistics_EN.pdf
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https://nso.gov.mt/en/nso/Sources_and_Methods/Unit_B3/Environment_Energy_Transport_and_Agriculture_Statistics/Pages/Motor-Vehicles.aspx
http://nso.gov.mt/metadata/concepts.aspx
https://nso.gov.mt/en/News_Releases/Release_Calendar/Pages/News-Release-Calendar.aspx

