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The European Statistics on Income and Living Conditions Survey (EU-SILC) is a 
harmonised statistical enquiry which aims to collect  comparable data on income, health 
and disability, employment, and material deprivation.  This news release provides  salient 
indicators on material deprivation in summary form, derived from the EU-SILC survey  
carried out in 2017.  

European statistics on material deprivation are compiled  basing on the capacity, or 
otherwise, of households to aff ord a number of items  from a set of nine standard items, 
which were established at European level as the most relevant components for the 
measurement of this variable. The full list of material deprivation items used for the 
compilation of these statistics is shown in Table 1. As a result, two major constructs: the 
Material Deprivation indicator and the Severe Material Deprivation indicator, are deduced.

A household is deemed to be materially deprived (MD) if it does not aff ord at least three  
of the nine deprivation items, and severely materially deprived (SMD) if it does not aff ord 
at least four.  In 2017, the material deprivation rate stood at 8.0 per cent, whereas the 
severe material deprivation rate stood at 3.3 per cent. Compared to 2016, these rates 
decreased by 2.3 per cent and 1.1 per cent respectively.

From the point of view of age group, persons most aff ected by material deprivation emerged 
as those under 18 years of age (Chart 1). In 2017, an estimated one  in ten children lived 
in conditions of material deprivation, while one in twenty children was in a state of severe 
material deprivation (Chart 2).
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https://nso.gov.mt/en/nso/Sources_and_Methods/Unit_C1/Living_Conditions_and_Culture_Statistics/Pages/Statistics-on-Income-and-Living-Conditions.aspx
http://nso.gov.mt/metadata/concepts.aspx
http://nso.gov.mt/metadata/reports.aspx?id=27
https://nso.gov.mt/en/News_Releases/Release_Calendar/Pages/News-Release-Calendar.aspx

