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1. PREFACE
Information as collected within surveys (either samples or censuses) is often needed for fine analysis
and model building. This brings enormous flexibility in the use of the data and in the production of
tabulated results according to users’ requests. This also allows for better use and more thorough
analysis of collected statistical data, increasing the benefits of the data collection, making better use of
public money, and consequently lowering the burden on statistical respondents. The statistical data
being collected is known as Microdata.
Microdata is constructed from a set of records, where each record represents a data
provider’s response(s) to questions included in a particular survey. Data providers range
from individual respondents, households, or undertakings, depending on the type of survey
being carried out.

A microdata file is therefore created by coding and electronically

recording each survey respondent’s responses to all relevant questions.
Despite the importance of microdata sets to satisfy the needs of researchers and the changing nature of
research itself, the right to privacy and the protection of a person, household, or undertaking in the
context of confidential data processing is protected by law. Statistical confidentiality primarily aims at
safeguarding privacy in the field of statistics and is a key to the necessary trust that has to be
maintained between statistical bodies and data providers.
Statistical confidentiality refers to the protection of individuals’ and organisations’
information to ensure that identifiable information about a person, household, or
undertaking is not made available or disclosed to unauthorised individuals or entities.
Confidential data is usually characterised by having some sensitivity and value, and not
being readily available from alternatives sources.
In this regard, a balance between minimising the risk of identification of statistical units, and the need
for information of society is sought. Microdata is processed by means of tailored statistical tools
developed for the purpose of statistical disclosure control, thereby minimising the risk of identification
of statistical units.
At the National Statistics Office (NSO), microdata access is only granted under strict conditions to a
selected number of institutions or persons accredited as research entities or researchers respectively.
These concepts are described in detail in Section 2 of this document.
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2. RECOGNITION AS ‘RESEARCH ENTITY’ OR ‘RESEARCHER’
At the NSO, access to anonymised microdata is only granted to research entities or researchers for use
in research projects. These terms are defined below:

A recognised research entity or researcher is able to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Director
General of the NSO, that it/she/he:

1) Has the appropriate knowledge and experience necessary for handling potentially identifiable
information;
2) Has provided satisfactory evidence supporting the application that illustrates professionalism
and technical competence to carry out the research proposal;
3) Demonstrates a commitment to protecting and maintaining the confidentiality of the data
during the creation of outputs and publications that arise during the proposal.

A research project serves, in the opinion of the Director General of the NSO, one of the following public
benefits:

1) Supports the formulation and development of public policy or public service delivery;
2) Carries out research which will significantly benefit the Maltese economy, society or quality of
life of people in Malta;
3) Supports an obligation of public law (e.g. Local Development Plans);
4) Explores new statistical methods that can be used to produce statistics that serve the public
good;
5) Replicates, validates or challenges existing research.

Under no circumstance will access to anonymised microdata be granted to research entities or
researchers whose main purpose of conducting the research project is for general information and/or
commercial activity; and/or if alternative data sources are available.

Recognition as a research entity or researcher is limited to the time period stipulated in this application
and for the purposes of the particular research project described herein.
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3. APPLICATION FORM
The information you provide in this form will be used to assess whether you meet the required criteria
for accreditation as a research entity or researcher approved by the NSO. Access to anonymised
microdata is granted for a definite period of time. After this period elapses the terms of reference of
the contract between the research entity or researcher and the NSO have to be re-negotiated
accordingly.

These details will be used to enable the NSO to contact you. If you are working as part of an
organisation, such as a business, university or charity, please complete the details of that organisation.
If you are a researcher not affiliated to any particular employer you should write ‘None’ as a reply to
Questions 3.1 g, h, i, and j below.

3.1 Personal details and contact information of lead researcher:
a)

Name and surname

b) I.D. card
c)

Date of birth
(dd/mm/yyyy)

d) Email
e)

Residential address

f)

Telephone/Mobile
number(s)

g)

Occupation

h) Name of institution or
organisation
i)

Telephone number of
institution or
organisation

j)

Address of institution
or organisation
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3.2 If you are leading a research team, provide the details of all other members of the team who will
access the anonymised microdata (including for example: tutor(s)/supervisor(s) in case of a thesis).
Only the persons listed below will be allowed to access the anonymised microdata.

Person
number

Name and surname

I.D. card

Date of birth
(dd/mm/yyyy)

Email

1
2
3
4
5

3.3 Write the name of the research proposal.

3.4 Describe briefly (in approx. 100 words) the purpose of the proposed research project.
Please refer to the project’s statistical purpose, e.g. matching of data sets, econometric analysis,
sampling techniques etc.
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3.5 Provide a full and detailed description of the purpose(s) for which the microdata is being requested,
describing the aims of the study/research. You must also include any results which will be expected
to come forward by means of this microdata file.

If the research is part of a larger

project/programme, please include the corresponding details below. Alternatively you may also
attach the information in a separate document.

3.6 Indicate any experience you have in data handling and the use of statistical data for research
purposes.

3.7 Are you knowledgeable about any other alternative data sources which are available? If yes, kindly
indicate their name and reasons why these are not sufficient for the purpose(s) of your research.
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3.8 Write the name and reference year of the microdata file(s) being requested.

3.9 Write the name(s) of the variable(s) to be accessed from the microdata file(s) being requested as
well as the reason why these variables are required.
Variable
number

Variable name

Reason

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)
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12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

3.10 What type of output is foreseen from the use of this data? (Tick ALL that apply)

Thesis
Referred journals
Report for Government
Department, Research Councils or
other entities (please specify name)
Other (please specify)
None

1
2
3

4

5
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3.11 State the period for which access to this microdata file is required1.
From (dd/mm/yyyy)

To (dd/mm/yyyy)

4. CONDITIONS
Once approval for access to information is granted, the following conditions shall apply:

The NSO reserves the right to scrutinise any products or publications for disclosure
control purposes before publication;

The research entity or researcher may be liable to criminal prosecution under the
Malta Statistics Authority Act of 2000 if identifiable information is disclosed to any
other person or body without the written authority of the Director General of the NSO;

Access to information is only for the purposes of statistical research that will serve the
public good as agreed in writing with the Director General of the NSO;

The Director General of the NSO is to be informed of any matters or events that may
affect the obligations under the contract, the recognition as a research entity or
researcher, or any other matter in the written agreement relating to this use of
confidential information;

Access to confidential information will be granted for a limited period as stipulated in
the agreement and after the contractual agreement is signed by both parties;

1

Please note that should your request for microdata be granted, you need to provide the NSO with a copy of your results at least one month
in advance from the date of publication of the results. These results will be checked by the NSO to ensure that anonymity of persons,
households or undertakings is safeguarded.
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By signing this application, you are confirming:
-

the accuracy of any information you provide to support your application,

-

your understanding of the conditions specified above,

-

that you will abide by any other requirements communicated to you by the Director General of
the NSO relating to this use of potentially confidential information.

Signed

__________________________

Signed

Director General of NSO

Date

__________________________

__________________________
OBO Research Entity/Researcher

Date
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