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COMMENTARY 

 

1. DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

1.1 POPULATION GROWTH 

 

The estimate of the total population for the Maltese Islands for 2002 was 397,296 
persons, made up of 196,836 males and 200,460 females.  These included work and 
resident permit holders and foreigners residing in Malta. The number of foreign residents 
remained the same as in the previous year, representing 2.6 per cent of the total 
population. 

The main demographic events registered during the year are shown in various tables in 
this issue.  Population change is the net result of two demographic aspects:  the 
difference between births and deaths and the migration balance.  Again both were 
positive during the year.  There was a natural increase of 810 persons and a net 
migration inflow of 462 persons in the total population.  The end year Maltese population 
(excluding permanent foreign residents) stood at 386,938 consisting of 191,975 males 
and 194,963 females. 
 
With an area of 315.590 square kilometers, Malta has a population density of 1,257 
persons per square kilometer, which is the highest in Europe. 

 

1.2 COMPOSITION 
 
Since the middle of the 1960s and the end of the baby-boom, all the present and 
acceding countries of the European Union have been experiencing noticeable ageing of 
the structures of their population. This phenomenon, closely connected with the decline 
of fertility, is strengthened today by the progress obtained in life expectancy at high 
ages. This development jeopardizes the Social Security systems and constitutes one of 
the greatest challenges presented to human imagination and to our capacities of 
adaptation. The acceding countries including Malta, will experience an acceleration of 
the ageing in their population. 
 
The aged-child ratio for the population in the Maltese Islands, in the year 2002, 
consisted of 68 old persons per 100 children, whereas the Total Dependency Ratio was 
46.09. 
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Graph 1. Population Pyramid 2002 
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2. VITAL STATISTICS 
 
2.1 FERTILITY 

 
From the 1960s, the fertility of the Western European countries has continuously 
decreased. With the forthcoming enlargement, the European Union will incorporate 
countries which, although they long remained on appreciably higher fertility levels, all 
have a low fertility level;  this can be said also for Malta with a Total Fertility Rate being 
1.46 for 2002.  
 
The number of newborns to Maltese parents was slightly lower than the previous year.  
At 3,805 the figure is now the lowest recorded over the past thirty years.  This slight drop 
might be an indication that the TFR will find its level and remain constant for the  coming 
years.  
 
The Crude Birth Rate continued to drop to 9.86 in 2002.  Babies born to parents of other 
nationalities residing in Malta, amounted to 101.  Birkirkara again registered the largest 
number of births with 222, with a Crude Birth Rate of 10.31 on a Locality basis.  However 
it was Mtarfa which scored the highest Crude Birth Rate of  31.58.   
 
Births outside marriage continued to rise , which at 14.95 per cent of the total births, is 
the highest ever recorded. 
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Graph 2.   Natural Increase 1992 � 2002 
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2.2 MORTALITY AND HEALTH 
 
The increase in the life expectancy in Europe is accompanied by incapacity illnesses 
leading to an increase in health expenditures.  European countries carried out a 
transition towards the market economy bringing a change in the socio-economic system. 
In the field of health, the public sector and private sector have to find their respective 
places in a completely new care system.  
 
As mortality improves people can look forward to longer life than that of previous 
generations. The Expectation of Life for the year 2002 was 75.78 for males and 80.48 for 
females.   
 
The number of deaths for 2002 was 3,031 with a Crude Death Rate of 7.85,  this has 
been the average CDR for the past decade.    Infant deaths increased to 23 from 17 over 
last year, the difference being a constant fluctuation recorded over the past decade, 
keeping the infant mortality rate at an average of 7.2.  The infant mortality has been 
traced way back to 1896.  It fluctuated widely between 190 and 300 per 1000 live births 
from 1896 to 1942, and kept declining ever after. 
 
The seasonal behaviour of mortality has been relatively the same over the past three 
decades, namely attaining a moderate peak in the first quarter of the year, then flattens 
out in the other quarters.  Responsible for the �peak� are the diseases of the circulatory 
and respiratory systems, which take a higher toll of human life during the initial three 
months of the year than in any other month. 
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Again Luqa, where the main Government Home for the Elderly (St. Vincent De Paule 
Residence) is situated, showed the highest Crude Death Rate at 23.81. 
 
 
2.3 MARRIAGES 
 
The Crude Marriage Rate for the Maltese Islands, at 5.80, kept its level as the previous 
year.  Marriages in Malta amounted to 2,068, whilst those occurring in Gozo stood at 
172. 
 
Single brides amounted to 2,100 out of the 2,240 marriages celebrated during the year.   
Single Bridegrooms made 93.5 per cent of the total bridegrooms, whilst the widowed, 
annulled and divorced grooms made 0.9 per cent, 1.0 per cent and 4.2 per cent 
respectively.  Widowed, annulled and divorced brides and grooms came from the 30-44 
age group.  Most male spouses came largely from the Technical and Professional 
sectors, whereas the female spouses were clerks and factory workers. 
 
Again foreign spouses were mostly of British Nationality while most of the Maltese 
spouses come from the Northern Harbour District.  The month of June kept its record for 
the past decade, as being the most popular month for weddings.   
 
Civil marriages increased from the previous year by 101 to 575 marriages, this being the 
highest increase between two successive years, since the introduction of Civil Marriages 
Act in 1975. 
 
 
3. MIGRATION 
 
The progressive integration of the Central and Eastern European countries, and social 
realities in the countries of departure and of arrival, did not lead to large migratory moves 
envisaged by some.  Tomorrow, with the accession to the European Union of ten new 
countries, mainly from Central Europe, how will the new migratory flows structure 
themselves in Europe?  
 
What will be the demographic and socio-economic consequences of a broader opening 
of the borders of the European Union to the potential migrants from the acceding 
countries?  
 
The number of Maltese leaving the Islands to settle in other countries has dwindled 
drastically.  Up to 1995, records were held of all prospective emigrants to the main four 
receiving countries � these were Australia, Canada, United Kingdom and the United 
States of America.  Since then these countries have made it quite difficult on such 
persons to settle there.  The National Statistics Office has found difficulties to gather 
data on such emigrants to countries other than the United Kingdom, although it is 
believed that data to these other countries is quite negligible.   
 
During 2002, there were 96 persons, 46 males, and 50 females who left to settle abroad. 
There were 382 returning migrants made up of 219 males, and 163 females plus 533 
non-Maltese settlers and 801 naturalizations and registrations, which includes 18 
adoptions.  This figure is the lowest ever recorded, since adoptions from Romania have 
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stopped at the end of year 2000. New work permits during the year were given to 255 
persons. 
  
Between 1992 and 1996, the number of returned migrants was decreasing constantly. 
From 1997 onwards, the number of returning migrants took quite a linear pattern with 
very little fluctuations. A large proportion of the returning migrants over the past few 
years were people who had been living abroad for between 0 and 4 years. In 2002, 76 
males, and 52 females returned to Malta after having spent less than 4 years abroad.  
On the other hand, people returning from abroad after over 50 years decreased; only 14 
people, returned in 2002.  
 
Another aspect on migration statistics is the phenomenon of irregular migration, which 
has increased dramatically over the past decade.  
In the case of the Mediterranean Sea, boats and ferries are probably the main carriers.  
Countries North and South of the Mediterranean Sea are transit countries as well as 
destinations.  
 
This applies to Malta as well.  With a population density of 1,257 per square kilometer, 
Malta had to cope with about 1600 boat people during the year.   

The absence of exact figures and a shortage of reliable studies concerning clandestine 
migration from the south of the Mediterranean into Europe applies also for Malta.  This 
phenomenon was quite an impact on the Maltese Authorities. 

 
Graph 3.  Returning Migrants/Emigrants 1992 � 2002 
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4.  FORECASTS 
 
Future population trends are usually based on projections which in themselves are 
neither forecasts nor predictions.  These are an extension of past trends, based on the 
judgement of the future as seen at the moment.  Although they are in a sense ventures 
into prophecy, they should not be dignified by the terms �estimates� or �predictions�.  
There is no suggestion that they will be borne out.  No matter how refined, the 
projections are necessarily little more than an educated guess. 
 
Malta�s population is still �young� by European standards.  The 0-14 age group 
represents 18.9 per cent of the Maltese population, whereas the 65+ age group stands 
at 12.8 per cent.  The number of potential workers for each pensioner gives nearly the 
same results as shown in last year�s projections, i.e. 5.3:1 in 2002 declining to 3.1:1 in 
the year 2025. 
 
5.   SOURCES OF DATA 
 
Births statistics are derived from records held at the Public Registries of Malta and Gozo 
where registrations of such births are obligatory.  Such births are matched with data 
provided from state hospitals, private hospitals and private clinics.  These sources 
always match.  
 
Deaths registered are forwarded to the Health Information where these are analyzed and 
data is sent regularly to the National Statistics Office. 
 
 
6.   DEFINITION OF TERMS USED 
 
Crude Birth, Death and Marriage Rates are respectively the number of births, deaths and 
marriages per thousand in the mid-year population. 
Sex Ratio at birth, which is used for projections of population figures, gives the number 
of male births per hundred female births.  
 
Life Expectancy at Birth indicates the number of years of a newborn baby is expected to 
live if mortality in the various age-groups remains at the level of the period on which life 
expectancy is computed. 
Infant Mortality Rate is the number of deaths of infants under 1 year per 1000 live births.  
Natural Increase is the excess of births over deaths.  When expressed as a rate per 
thousand population it is the difference between the Crude Birth Rate and the Crude 
Death Rate. 
Annulled marriage refers to annulments given by the Superior Courts or the Church 
Tribunal. 
Divorce refers to divorces which were accepted by the laws of Malta in terms of Section 
33 of The Marriage Act, 1975. 
 
Migration data has undergone quite some changes since the Labour Department 
dismantled its section of Emigration in January 1995.  The data hence encountered 
deficiencies in record availability.  The only sources for prospective emigrants were 
those from the Embassies and the High Commissions.  Since 2000 only the High 
Commission of Britain was complying with our requests. 
 



 xi

Data for returning migrants and foreign settlers is derived from monthly returns from the 
Comptroller of Customs.  Prospective settlers, both foreign and returning Maltese, have 
to be recorded at the Customs since they have to declare their personal effects. 
 
Marriages are compiled at NSO from data kept at the respective Public Registries of 
Malta and Gozo.  The limitations in this aspect are data relating to separations and 
annulments.  Divorce is not recognized in the Constitution of Malta.  
 
Population Estimates are based on Census results updated annually to take account of 
the components of change: births, deaths and net migration, as well as registration of 
foreigners as Maltese nationals. 
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1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

1.
Legislators, Senior Officials and Managers 5.0      9.0      11.9      1.4      9.4      

2. Professionals 8.2      7.5      10.5      12.3      14.6      

3. Technical and Associate Professionals 5.8      17.9      7.5      8.2      8.3      

4. Clerks 9.9      14.9      9.0      8.2      8.3      

5. Service workers and shop and market sales 
workers

14.0      9.0      7.5      15.1      9.4      

6. Skilled Agricultural and Fishery Workers -      -      1.5      1.4      -      

7. Craft and related trades workers 5.8      6.0      9.0      1.4      1.1      

8.
Plant and Machine Operators Assemblers 3.3      1.5      4.1      2.1      

9. Elementary occupations 1.7      1.5      1.5      2.7      1.0      

10. Armed Forces -       1.5      -       1.4      1.0      

11. Not gainfully occupied 46.3      32.7      40.1      43.8      44.8      

100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0            Total

38.  Emigrants by socio-economic groups as percentage
of the total for years 1998  -  2002

Socio-economic group
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Age group 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

 0  -  9 73           45           49           56           61

 10  - 19 49           33           45           39           45

20 - 29 21           31           33           32           36

30 - 39 60           64           85           71           63

40 - 49 50           51           79           98           95

50 - 59 72           77           113           117           115

60 - 69 44           50           75           90           94

         70 + 25           18           36           27           24

Total 394           369           515           530           533           

43.  Non-maltese nationals settling in the Maltese Islands 

classified by age groups: 1998 - 2002
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Marriage - Number
Of which

Crude Marriage - Rate*

Year Maltese 

Islands
Malta Gozo

Civil 

Marriages
Maltese 

Islands
Malta Gozo

1993 2,476     2,291     185     275 6.79 6.79 6.84

1994 2,483     2,297     186     311 6.75 6.75 6.79

1995 2,317     2,145     172     345 6.25 6.25 6.22

1996 2,370     2,195     175     370 6.35 6.37 6.21

1997 2,414     2,224     190     366 6.43 6.42 6.61

1998 2,376     2,205     171     409 6.29 6.33 5.89

1999 2,409     2,248     161     463 6.35 6.42 5.50

2000 2,545     2,375     170     509 6.67 6.75 5.76

2001 2,194     2,058     136     474 5.72 5.81 4.55

2002 2,240     2,068     172     575 5.80 5.81 5.70

 *   The crude marriage rate relates the number of marriages per 1000 mid-year population

47.  Number and rate of marriages:  1993 - 2002
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Age group of Bridegrooms

16-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65+
Total 

Brides

Maltese Islands

16-19 9 59 37 11 4 -  -  -  -  -  -  120    

20-24 8 301 482 97 12 6 2 4 1 -  -  913    

25-29 1 99 424 166 52 14 6 3 1 -  -  766    

30-34 3 12 55 73 53 18 4 4 1 -  -  223    

35-39 1 3 6 25 32 24 12 5 5 2 1 116    

40-44 -  3 3 6 11 8 3 5 2 1 -  42    

45-49 -  1 -  1 -  9 8 6 2 4 1 32    

50-54 -  -  -  -  4 2 -  1 2 1 -  10    

55-59 -  -  -  1 1 2 -  1 -  3 1 9    

60-64 -  -  -  1 -  -  1 -  -  -  1 3    

65+ -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1 -  5 6    

Total 

Bridegrooms
22 478 1007 381 169 83 36 29 15 11 9 2,240    

Malta

16-19 9 51 31 11 3 -  -  -  -  -  -  105    

20-24 7 278 441 93 10 5 2 4 1 -  -  841    

25-29 1 96 394 155 48 12 6 3 1 -  -  716    

30-34 3 11 50 69 50 17 4 4 1 -  1 210    

35-39 -  3 5 23 30 19 10 4 5 2 -  101    

40-44 -  3 3 6 11 8 1 5 2 -  -  39    

45-49 -  1 -  1 -  9 8 5 2 3 1 30    

50-54 -  -  -  -  4 2 -  1 2 1 -  10    

55-59 -  -  -  1 1 1 -  1 -  3 1 8    

60-64 -  -  -  1 -  -  -  -  -  -  1 2    

65+ -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1 -  5 6    

Total 

Bridegrooms
20 443 924 360 157 73 31 27 15 9 9 2,068    

Gozo

16-19 -  8 6 -  1 -  -  -  -  -  -  15    

20-24 1 23 41 4 2 1 -  -  -  -  -  72    

25-29 -  3 30 11 4 2 -  -  -  -  -  50    

30-34 -  1 5 4 3 1 -  -  -  -  -  14    

35-39 1 -  1 2 2 5 2 1 -  -  -  14    

40-44 -  -  -  -  -  -  2 -  -  1 -  3    

45-49 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1 -  1 -  2    

50-54 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    

55-59 -  -  -  -  -  1 -  -  -  -  -  1    

60-64 -  -  -  -  -  -  1 -  -  -  -  1    

65+ -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    

Total 

Bridegrooms
2 35 83 21 12 10 5 2 -   2 -   172    

Age group of 

Brides

49.  Marriages classified by age group of spouses: 2002
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