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During academic year 2018-2019, students enrolled in pre-primary, primary and 
secondary education totalled 57,470, an increase of 1.3 per cent over the previous 
academic year.

Pre-Primary, Primary and Secondary Formal Education: 2018-2019

The majority of students enrolled in pre-primary, primary and secondary education comprised of male students, 
at 51.8 per cent (Chart 2). During academic year 2018-2019, 46.4 per cent of the enrolled students were aged 
between fi ve and 10 years, followed by the 11-15 years age-bracket, at 36.3 per cent (Chart 3).

Total students enrolled in mandatory education (primary and secondary levels) during 2018-2019 stood at 47,852. 
Of these, 26,788 attended primary schools, while the remaining 21,064 attended secondary schools. When 
compared to academic year 2017-2018, students increased by 1.0 per cent and by 1.5 per cent in primary and 
secondary schools respectively (Table 2). 

State-run institutions accounted for 58.3 per cent of total enrolments, followed by church schools with 28.3 per 
cent (Chart 4). 

The average class size for the primary level was the lowest in state schools while the average class size for the 
secondary level was the lowest in independent schools. Church schools held the highest average class size, 
particularly at ‘Year 5’ level with 25.2 students per class (Chart 5). 

The district hosting the largest number of school levels was the Northern Harbour District (32.9 per cent), followed 
by the Southern Harbour District (18.9 per cent) (Table 3). The Northern Harbour District (27.8 per cent) topped 
the list of districts in which pre-primary to secondary students resided, followed by the Northern District (18.0 per 
cent) and the Southern Harbour District (16.9 per cent) (Table 5).

During academic year 2018-2019, students with a foreign nationality accounted for 12.1 per cent of the total 
students enrolled in pre-primary up to secondary education. Foreign students at these levels increased by 11.4 per 
cent over academic year 2017-2018. The majority of foreign students (54.7 per cent) were EU nationals (Table 6).

The most popular foreign language (excluding the offi  cial languages) studied at secondary level was Italian, 
followed by French, German and Spanish (Chart 6) ■  

  https://twitter.com/NSOMALTA/   https://www.facebook.com/nsomalta/
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Chart 1. Number of students1 enrolled by academic year and sex
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Change Percentage 
change

2017-2018 2018-2019

Sex
Males 29,418 29,758 340 1.2
Females 27,297 27,712 415 1.5

Age group
2-4 9,356 9,588 232 2.5
5-10 26,410 26,660 250 0.9
11-15 20,574 20,864 290 1.4
16 and over 375 358 -17 -4.5

Nationality
Maltese 50,442 50,481 39 0.1
Other EU 3,499 3,820 321 9.2
Non-EU 2,767 3,161 394 14.2
Unspecified 7 8 - -

District of residence
Southern Harbour 9,596 9,700 104 1.1
Northern Harbour 15,715 15,968 253 1.6
South Eastern 9,442 9,566 124 1.3
Western 7,801 7,834 33 0.4
Northern 10,165 10,338 173 1.7
Gozo and Comino 3,996 4,064 68 1.7

Education Level
Pre-Primary 9,426 9,618 192 2.0
Primary 26,532 26,788 256 1.0
Lower Secondary (F1-F3) 12,365 12,580 215 1.7
Upper Secondary (F4-F5) 8,392 8,484 92 1.1

Type of School
State 32,938 33,492 554 1.7
Church 16,296 16,237 -60 -0.4
Private 7,481 7,741 260 3.5

Total students 56,715 57,470 755 1.3

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

Table 1. Profile of students1 enrolled by academic year

Chart 2. Percentage distribution of students1 enrolled by sex: academic year 2018-2019

Academic year

2018-2019/2017-2018

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.
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FemalesNumber of students
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1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.
Note:Totals may not add up due to rounding.

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

Chart 3. Percentage distribution of students1 enrolled 
by age group: academic year 2018-2019

Chart 4. Percentage distribution of students1 enrolled by type of school:
 academic year 2018-2019
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State Church Private Total State Church Private Total

Kinder 1 3,917 268 901 5,086 4,029 286 918 5,233

Kinder 2 2,807 769 764 4,340 2,826 723 836 4,385

Total Pre-Primary Level 6,724 1,037 1,665 9,426 6,855 1,009 1,754 9,618

Year 1 2,626 1,263 652 4,541 2,565 1,257 638 4,460

Year 2 2,646 1,295 638 4,579 2,581 1,287 629 4,497

Year 3 2,438 1,301 611 4,350 2,657 1,302 634 4,593

Year 4 2,537 1,314 599 4,450 2,469 1,296 622 4,387

Year 5 2,546 1,328 556 4,430 2,539 1,310 581 4,430

Year 6 2,360 1,312 510 4,182 2,551 1,326 544 4,421

Total Primary Level 15,153 7,813 3,566 26,532 15,362 7,778 3,648 26,788

Form 1 2,166 1,509 468 4,143 2,233 1,509 490 4,232

Form 2 2,118 1,492 497 4,107 2,180 1,509 494 4,183

Form 3 2,175 1,485 455 4,115 2,200 1,474 491 4,165

Form 4 2,335 1,495 430 4,260 2,202 1,479 446 4,127

Form 5 2,267 1,465 400 4,132 2,460 1,479 418 4,357

Total Secondary Level 11,061 7,446 2,250 20,757 11,275 7,450 2,339 21,064

Total 32,938 16,296 7,481 56,715 33,492 16,237 7,741 57,470

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

Class Level

Academic year 
2017-2018

Academic year 
2018-2019

Table 2. Number of students1 enrolled by academic year, type of school and class level 
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Chart 5. Average class size by education level, class level and type of school: academic year 2018-2019
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Pre-Primary Primary Secondary Total Pre-Primary Primary Secondary Total

Southern Harbour 21 23 10 54 19 24 10 53

Northern Harbour 32 31 30 93 33 30 29 92

South Eastern 13 14 5 32 14 15 5 34

Western 17 13 6 36 17 13 6 36

Northern 11 12 7 30 11 12 7 30

Gozo and Comino 17 15 4 36 16 15 4 35

Total 111 108 62 281 110 109 61 280

1 Schools having more than one education level within the same building are counted more than once, according to the number of education levels provided. 

Academic year 
2017-2018

Academic year 
2018-2019District of school

Table 3. Number of school levels1 by academic year, education level and district of school
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Southern 
Harbour

Northern
Harbour

South
Eastern Western Northern Gozo and 

Comino Total

Kinder 1 888 1,534 807 719 927 358 5,233

Kinder 2 723 1,397 557 617 792 299 4,385

Total Pre-Primary Level 1,611 2,931 1,364 1,336 1,719 657 9,618

Year 1 891 1,480 536 560 674 319 4,460

Year 2 901 1,490 530 574 667 335 4,497

Year 3 940 1,547 572 565 664 305 4,593

Year 4 882 1,477 533 545 637 313 4,387

Year 5 940 1,512 513 548 638 279 4,430

Year 6 897 1,495 521 528 654 326 4,421

Total Primary Level 5,451 9,001 3,205 3,320 3,934 1,877 26,788

Form 1 604 2,185 246 408 500 289 4,232

Form 2 596 1,936 406 424 516 305 4,183

Form 3 570 1,976 404 397 507 311 4,165

Form 4 597 1,969 435 388 460 278 4,127

Form 5 740 1,909 397 381 601 329 4,357

Total Secondary Level 3,107 9,975 1,888 1,998 2,584 1,512 21,064

Total 10,169 21,907 6,457 6,654 8,237 4,046 57,470

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

Class Level
District of school

Table 4. Number of students1 enrolled by district of school and class level: academic year 2018-2019
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Figure 1. Number of students1 enrolled by locality of school: academic year 2018-2019

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

Note: For localities refer to Locality Map LAU2.
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Southern
Harbour

Northern
Harbour

South
Eastern Western Northern Gozo and

Comino Total

Kinder 1 870 1,390 916 693 1,004 360 5,233

Kinder 2 735 1,237 696 575 842 300 4,385

Total Pre-Primary Level 1,605 2,627 1,612 1,268 1,846 660 9,618

Year 1 718 1,254 739 586 842 321 4,460

Year 2 737 1,274 737 624 790 335 4,497

Year 3 785 1,275 781 620 826 306 4,593

Year 4 689 1,242 750 602 790 314 4,387

Year 5 772 1,273 739 616 750 280 4,430

Year 6 728 1,241 735 589 801 327 4,421

Total Primary Level 4,429 7,559 4,481 3,637 4,799 1,883 26,788

Form 1 717 1,215 691 575 744 290 4,232

Form 2 705 1,156 678 593 744 307 4,183

Form 3 719 1,166 664 599 705 312 4,165

Form 4 736 1,100 715 563 733 280 4,127

Form 5 789 1,145 725 599 767 332 4,357

Total Secondary Level 3,666 5,782 3,473 2,929 3,693 1,521 21,064

Total 9,700 15,968 9,566 7,834 10,338 4,064 57,470

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

Class Level
District of students' residence

Table 5. Number of students1 enrolled by district of students' residence and class level: academic year 2018-2019
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Figure 2. Number of students1 enrolled by locality of students' residence: academic year 2018-2019

1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

Note: For localities refer to Locality Map LAU2.
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Change Percentage 
change

2017-2018 2018-2019

Maltese 50,442 50,481 39 0.1

Other EU 3,499 3,820 321 9.2
of which:

Italian 920 1044 124 13.5

British 813 793 -20 -2.5

Bulgarian 344 371 27 7.8

Romanian 167 204 37 22.2

Swedish 155 164 9 5.8

Non-EU 2,767 3,161 394 14.2
of which:

Libyan 571 598 27 4.7

Serbian 336 434 98 29.2

Syrian 306 353 47 15.4

Russian 200 192 -8 -4.0

Ukrainian 116 123 7 6.0

Unspecified 7 8 - -

Total 56,715 57,470 755 1.3
1 Includes students attending pre-primary (excluding childcare), primary and secondary education.

1 Includes only students enrolled from Form 1 to Form 5.
2 Excluding official languages (i.e. Maltese and English).

Note: Students studying more than one optional language are counted more than once.

Nationality
Academic year

2018-2019/2017-2018

Table 6. Number of students1 enrolled by academic year and nationality

Chart 6. Secondary level students1 by foreign language2 studied and academic year
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Key

1 Valletta 18 Floriana 35 Marsaskala 52 San Ġiljan
2 L-Imdina 19 Il-Fontana 36 Marsaxlokk 53 San Ġwann
3 Il-Birgu 20 Il-Gudja 37 Il-Mellieħa 54 San Lawrenz
4 L-Isla 21 Il-Gżira 38 L-Imġarr 55 San Pawl Il-Baħar
5 Bormla 22 Għajnsielem and Comino 39 Il-Mosta 56 Ta' Sannat
6 Ħal Qormi 23 L-Għarb 40 L-Imqabba 57 Santa Luċija
7 Ħaż-Żebbuġ 24 Ħal Għargħur 41 L-Imsida 58 Santa Venera
8 Ħaż-Żabbar 25 L-Għasri 42 Il-Munxar 59 Tas-Sliema
9 Is-Siġġiewi 26 Ħal Għaxaq 43 In-Nadur 60 Is-Swieqi

10 Iż-Żejtun 27 Il-Ħamrun 44 In-Naxxar 61 Ta' Xbiex
11 Ir-Rabat, Għawdex 28 L-Iklin 45 Raħal Ġdid 62 Ħal Tarxien
12 Ħ'Attard 29 Il-Kalkara 46 Pembroke 63 Ix-Xagħra
13 Ħal Balzan 30 Ta' Kerċem 47 Tal-Pieta' 64 Ix-Xewkija
14 Birkirkara 31 Ħal Kirkop 48 Il-Qala 65 Ix-Xgħajra
15 Birżebbuġa 32 Ħal Lija 49 Il-Qrendi 66 Iż-Żebbuġ, Għawdex
16 Ħad-Dingli 33 Ħal Luqa 50 Ir-Rabat, Malta 67 Iż-Żurrieq
17 Il-Fgura 34 Il-Marsa 51 Ħal Safi 68 L-Imtarfa

Locality Map - MALTA by LAU2 Classification
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
● Formal education

Formal education is an institutionalised, intentional and planned type of education which is provided by public
organisations and recognised private bodies. It consists primarily of initial education designed for children and young
people before their first entry to the labour market. It also includes other types of education such as vocational, special
needs and adult education provided they are recognised as part of the formal education system by the relevant
national education authorities.

● Mandatory education covers education from primary to upper secondary levels - from Year 1 to Form 5, where under
Maltese Law, school is mandatory up to the age of 16.

● Class refers to a group of students who are physically following a common course of study in the same space. 
● Age is calculated as at 1st January of the reference academic year.
● General education

Programmes that are designed to develop learners’ general knowledge, skills and competencies, as well as literacy
and numeracy skills, often to prepare students for more advanced education programmes at the same or higher
ISCED levels and to lay the foundation for lifelong learning.

● Education level refers to the level of education provided in a particular school; i.e. pre-primary, primary and secondary
levels. A school can provide more than one level. 

● Locality/district of school refers to the locality/district where the physical campus is registered, according to the LAU
classification.

● Locality/district of residence refers to the locality/district where the student is recorded to reside, according to the
LAU classification.

7. References to this news release are to be cited appropriately.

8. More information relating to this release may be accessed at:
Metadata: https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/reports.aspx?id=41
ISCED Classification: https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/classificationdetails.aspx?id=ISCED%202011
LAU Classification: 
https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/classificationdetails.aspx?id=Districts%20(Local%20Administrative%20Unit)

    European statistics comparable to data in this News Release are available at:

    EUROSTAT Website/Homepage/Statistics Database

Data Navigation Tree
Database by themes

>Population and social conditions
>Education and training (educ)

Tables by themes
>Education and training (educ)

>Participation in education and training (educ_part)
>Pupils and students - enrolments (educ_uoe_enr)

    For further assistance send a request form:
https://nso.gov.mt/en/Services/Pages/Request-for-Information.aspx

Figures include students who attend special schools. Special Schools are resources centres to support the inclusion of
students with Individual Needs in all mainstream schools in Malta and Gozo. 

Definitions:

Methodological Notes

Data collection is carried out during the second quarter of each academic year. The reference period for the information
provided is the end of March of the reference academic year.

All information required for State administered educational institutions is obtained from register data provided directly from
the responsible Ministry. Questionnaires sent to pre-primary, primary and secondary non-State educational institutions are
sent via email. All incoming questionnaires are processed through a custom-made computer software. 

Education statistics presented in this news release are processed by the National Statistics Office (NSO) on an annual
basis in accordance with European Regulations (EC) 452/2008 and (EU) 912/2013. These regulations establish the basis
of information to be collected from educational institutions at all levels of education and all economic sectors. By adhering
to these regulations, all education statistics collected and processed by the NSO are comparable to other European
countries following the same regulatory standards.

Students enrolled in Pre-Primary (excluding Childcare), Primary and Secondary education are included in this news
release.

https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/classificationdetails.aspx?id=Districts%20(Local%20Administrative%20Unit)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database

